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CRES'CENT CITY, a name proudly borne
by the city of New Orleans, because formerly
the greater part of the town lay in a great
crescent-shaped bend of the Mississippi
River.
CBESS, the name of several species of
plants, most of them of the mustard family.
Water-cress makes a delicious salad, as its
leaves have a moderately pungent, bitterish
and slightly salty taste. It grows in cool
springs and rivulets.
CRETACEOUS, kre tafshus, SYSTEM, or
CHALK SYSTEM, a system of rocks be-
tween the Jurassic, below, and the Eocene,
above, and the oldest system of the Mesozoie
Era. It takes its name from the chalk beds
which form a prominent feature of it in
England and France, but the chalk forma-
tions constitute only a small portion of the
system. In North America cretaceous rocks
are numerous and extend over large areas,
following the Atlantic coast from New Jersey
to Florida, and the golf coast from Florida
to Texas, then extending up the Mississippi
Valley to the mouth of the Ohio. They also
form extensive areas in the great plains along
the Rocky Mountains, extending northward
as far as the mouth of the Mackenzie River
and southward into Mexico. On the Pacific
coast the rocks of the system appear at
numerous points from California to British
Columbia. The fossils show a great variety
of animal and vegetable life. Among the
animals were flying reptiles, birds with teeth,
large sea serpents and land reptiles of great
size. The plants show that trees similar to-
the oak, birch and poplar existed. See
geology.
CRETE, Jcreet, an island in the eastern
part of the Mediterranean Sea, belonging to
Greece since 1913. It is 156 miles long and
from seven to thirty miles in width, its total
area of 3,199 square miles being not quite
that of Delaware and Rhode Island com-
bined. Manufacturing and trade are in-
significant; the population subsists upon
the local agricultural products, which are
grain, wine, oil, wool, fish, etc. The peo-
ple numbered 386,400 in 1932, about one-
third as many as in ancient times. The
capital city is Candia, with 33,400 people
in 1932. The greatest Cretan of modern
times was Eleutherios Yenezelos (which see).
The early history of Crete is lost in the
fables of Greek mythology, in wMch Saturn,
Zeus and Minos are spoken of as among its
 kings. At one time a republic, it was the
seat of the Cilician pirates till conquered
by the Romans, from whose hands it passed
in 823 to the Saracens and then to the Greeks
again in 962. In 1204 the Byzantine sov-
ereign sold it to the Venetians, who held it
until the second half of the seventeenth cen-
tury, when the Turks conquered it after a
desperate struggle, ending in a siege of the
capital lasting for no less than twenty years.
Insurrections against Turkish rule have
more than once occurred; a formidable one,
fomented by Greece in 1868, was with diffi-
culty suppressed after a long conflict. There
have been many revolts and uprisings in the
last fifty years, due to the discontent under
the rule of the sultan. In 1S98 the authonomy
of Crete was gTiaranteed by the Great
Powers. The Greek revolution of 1935 (see
greece) was fomented from Crete, the
home of the Cretan hero Venezelos, who
was its chief promoter.
CRETONNE, kretalin', a cotton fabric
whose chief characteristic feature is its
showy pattern. It is widely used to make
window hangings, bags, chair covers and
numerous other articles familiar to the house-
wife. The cloth has an uneven surface, and
the colors printed on it give a peculiarly
attractive effect. Flowers and conventional
designs are popular patterns for cretonne.
The name cretonne was derived from the
village of Creton, in Northern France, where
the fabric is said to have had its origin.
CRIB'BAG-E, a favorite game at cards,
played with the whole pack. It may be
played by two, three or four persons; and
when by two five or six cards may be dealt
to each. Five-card cribbage played by two
persons is the most scientific game. Sixty-
one points make the game; there are no
tricks and no trumps, the object being to
make pairs, fifteens, sequences or the go,
or to prevent the adversary from doing the
same.
Court cards and tens count as 10 each,
and all the rest count for the number of
spots upon them. Every pair, that is? every
couple of cards of the same value belonging
to different suits (two aces, two fours, two
kings), counts 2; and when there are three
or four similar cards, as many pairs are
counted as there are different combinations
of the cards, taken two at a time. Every
combination of cards, the united spots of
which make up fifteen, counts 2. A sequence

